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Holding on to
God's Hope &
Love...Not on to
the Hope & Love
of this World...

We have this hope as an
anchor for the soul. firm and

secure. Hebrews 6:19




A Letter From Pastor Mark

Happy New Year!

At the beginning of each year, | pray about a theme for the Church. The theme
becomes our direction. | am approaching 2021 differently. It is not going to be a theme
but rather two words T promises and compassion.

I must admit | am glad 2020 is behind us. It was one of the hardest years for the
universal Church. Our mission was disrupted, and we had to reimagine our metrics for
ministry. This was not an easy task. This new year will be a rebuilding year. We are
going to rebuild on the promises of God.
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imagine what an entire year looks like? God is breathing His Spirit into each of us. No
matter how 2020 turned out for us, 2021 is a new year with greater possibilities and
opportunities. God is going to do a new thing. | believe God is at work in us and through
us to bring the good news of the Gospel to Kent Island.

Most projections in 2021 regarding COVID -19 points towards the restrictions
beginning to lift. What will life be at the Church after COVID? Will we return to normal?
What will normal look like? Time will tell.

In 2021, | am looking forward to our Church at full capacity. | cannot wait to hear
children and young people in the halls. | am anticipating the day when numerous
conversations can be heard over the smell of fresh brewed coffee and small groups
gathering to talk about their faith journeys.

May the Lord do exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask or think in 2021.

On behalf of the leadership at Kent Island UMC, Happy New Year from our families to
yours.

Pastor Mark

Galatians 2:20



Hello to my KIUMC family. Due to the coronavirus, | have
not had the opportunity to formally meet and greet
many of you. Let me introduce myself.

| was born and raised in Easton, making me a native of

the Eastern Shore of Maryland. My parents, Charles and
Edith Hayman, both worked for Talbot County Public
School System. My mother was an educator and my

father was a School Bus Contractor and Custodian. My

father passed in 2008. He served in the Korean War and

then joined the National Guard for a decade. My mother
continues to reside in Easton. | graduated from Easton

High School in 1978.

| married my High School sweetheart, Howard J Dixon
Sr. My husband had a 30-year career working at
McDonald’s with the Hoff Corporation retiring as an
Area Supervisor. We are blessed to have two adult sons,

Howard Jr. and Jamaine Charles.

Howard went away to Business School and decided to
become a car salesman. He has worked for the past 12
years at Preston Auto Plex and now holds the position of
General Manager at the Milford Complex. He is married

to his wife, Michelle, and they have three children.



Our youngest son, Jamaine, teaches in Michigan at an
Alternative Learning School. Since 7th grade, Jamaine
talked about becoming a State Trooper. However,
while participating in an internship during his senior
year of High School, Jamaine had an epiphany. A week
into the internship, he stated, “l want to change my
career path. | want to teach school.” Since graduating
from College, he has been doing what he loves.
Jamaine is married to his wife, Traci, and they have
three children. In all my life accomplishments, by far, |
consider my sons my ultimate blessing.

| am a graduate of Chesapeake College with an AA
degree, a graduate from Wesley College in Dover with
a BS in Psychology, and a graduate from Wesley
Theological Seminary with a Masters of Divinity. | am
an Elder in the Peninsula Delaware Conference. | have
served this conference in several capacities: including
both Pastor and Associate Pastor, the Director of
Congregational Development and Strengthening the
Black Church at the conference level, as the Executive
Director and Chaplin at the University of Maryland
Eastern Shore, the Chair of the Board of Ordained
Ministry, the Chair of Easton District Committee on
Ministry and the Coordinator of Psychological Testing
for the Conference. | have also been a substitute
School Bus Driver for my father. Driving the School
Bus is a cherished passion.



| have spent most of my adult life serving our Lord. |
love God'’s people and | love being a pastor. | am greatly
appreciative for the opportunity to serve here at KIUMC
with a wonderful pastoral team and a fantastic church
staff. Post COVID, | sincerely look forward to meeting
those whom | have not met and getting to know better
those whom | have already met.

My mantra in life is “to help God’s people live out their
reality to which they feel called by God.” My favorite
scripture is 1 Corinthians 13:3; a text that | feel draws me
closer to the will of God and closer to God’s people. The
Gospel and this text moves me to pass the love of Jesus
to whomever | meet.

Pax Dei,
Pastor Darlene ~ Pastor of Caring Ministries




If you would like to
participate in our
current church-wide
Bible study on Max
Lucado's Unshakable
Hope, please contact
the church office at
(410) 643-5361 or you
may email
dana@kiumec.org.
More information is
available on our
website:

www.kiume.org.

Unshakable Hope Series

Building Our Lives on the Promises of God

What feels shaky in your world? Maybe you feel
hurt by the past, disappointed by the present, or
worried about the future. If so, there is hope. For
every problem in life, God has given you a
promise. In the New York Times bestselling book,
Unshakable Hope, Max Lucado unpacks 12 of the
Bible's most significant promises, equipping you
to overcome difficult circumstances by keeping
your focus on the hope found in the promises of
Scripture. Whether it’s the current pandemic,
heart disease or cancer, job failure or addiction,
natural disasters or family disasters, mass
murders or mental illness, there are so many
reasons to be overwhelmed and hope can feel
hard to come by. Now more than ever, we need
the definitive declarations of our mighty and
loving God. In this study, you will be reminded
that God’s promises are irrevocable because God
is unchanging...God is faithful...God is strong...God
cannot lie...What is your life built on—the
circumstances of life or the promises of God? The
answer to that question changes everything. Join
Max Lucado as he takes a closer look at
Scripture’s unbreakable promises and shows you
how to live with unshakable hope.
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This is our first issue since last March! Even though our church
has been "different" ever since, we have still been GROWING
UP, GROWING DEEP, and GROWING OUT as the body of Jesus

Christ! Here are some ways we continued to make a difference

in the world around us:
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Our Youth Servmg : f’,\" j;““,}f P N i i Our Staff Donating

the Community at Goods to the Local
Tyler Heights Food Pantry
Elementary School

Prayer Walk Around the
Grounds of KIUMC



Sunday Schoo?, ‘

Beginning on Mother's Day 2020, KIUMC Sunday
School/ Childrers Virtual, Ministries have been alive and well! We
began by posting a Sunday School Story, crojt ideas, and jun pages to
g0 along with each story. For the Jirst Jew weeks, there were crajt
packets available for parents to pick up each week.

In September, we received, permission jrom Harper Collins Christian
Publishing Company to read The Jesus Storybook Bible. MANY
thanks to the amazing volunteers who have made this happen: Karen
Bardwell, Lynn Mann, Junell Nash, Ginger Gesiker, Karen Swezy,
Janet Mann, and Debbie F ogle.

At this point, we have completed the book, (with the exception of the
stories that surround, Jesus’ Passion, Easter, and. the birth of the
Church. Therejore, we have started. over at the beginning of the book, -
CREATION! Eachweek there are puzzles, word. searches, mazes,
coloring sheets, and. easy crajts available on the church website to go
along with the reading of the story. We pray these stories are blessing
your children and your jamily!



- Uednesday Nighty

Since we havent been able to have our Wednesday Might Kids Club, we
started the Wednesday Night Bedtime Story the same time our virtual
Sunday School began. Manlee Taylor bravely read. stories jor 12 weeks
by hersel), (thanks, Nanlee)! We then recruited, several, others,
including Mike and, Shannon Turner arol Barb Pivec. MANY thanks to
these awesome volunteers who help make this happen as well!
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VBS ALMOST didnt happen! A great THANK YOU to everyone who
pulled. together to help with KIUMC's Jirst ever Virtual Vacation Bible
School! This year's theme was the Rocky Railway - Jesus' Power Pulls
Us Through - such g Jitting theme for this year! This project involved.
many helpers including: Paul Kubik, Frank Stamm. (our videographer),
Jill Moulden (our craft leader), teachers Lila Holmes, Karen Bardwell,
Linda Deems, Junell Nash, and, Elgine Cira, and. our conductors jor
each day - Bethary Kubik and, Nikki Symonds. We uploaded one day of
UBS each week, over Jive weeks. Crajt packets were prepared. and,
delivered to parents of all who were registered. (totaling 60 children in
all). We pray that all who participated were blessed. We hope you enjoy
the pictures submitted by some of the parents!
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Chiistmas Pageants Pasl 2%
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I pray that everyone was blessed by the Childrens Virtual,
Christmas Pageant that was posted on the KIUMC website on
Christmas Eve. It made me smile to think of all the years that
the children have been presenting this beautijul Christmas
Program. MANY thanks to Frank Stamm jor putting all of the
pictures we received. into 6 lovely video set to music.

Thank Yoyl

I am SO grateful for all the help I am receiving to keep this
virtual project going! I PRALSE Jesus jor helping it to
happen! We long to be together with the children again - and
have 6 few new surprises jor everyone! Stay tuned!

- Sharon Richter, Children's Ministries Coordinator



Worship surely has looked different from what we are
usually used to, but that doesn't make it any less
admirable and pleasing to the Lord! Having to basically
rethink the way we do Church, we have all come together,
stronger than ever, to continue to worship our God no
matter how that may look.

First Service After Shutdown
June 20, 2020

Luke Whitehair's
first Sunday as
KIUMC Music
Director



Picnic & Praine

Our 4th of July service, Let Freedom Ring, was
held outside under the tree. Attendees were
invited to bring their own dinner or snacks and
a picnic blanket or chair. This was the first
time Pastor Darlene and her husband, Howard,
were introduced to the congregation.
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Remembenance Ceemony

The GriefShare Parent Support Group had
their Candlelight Remembrance Ceremony
outside at the Children’s Garden on
December 15, 2020. The angel was surrounded
in candlelight. What a very heartwarming
evening! We took something that could have
been very sad and instead honored the
memory of our children. Certainly tears can
and will be expected, but there were funny
stories that made us all laugh as well. One of
our parents closed the evening in song...how

beautiful that was!




Guldoory Candlelightl Senvice

Considering the large number of people who
attend our Christmas services every year, we knew
we had to think outside of the box for 2020. After

much prayer, thought, and consideration, KIUMC
held their very first Outdoor Candlelight Service on
December 20, 2020. Many came out and braved the
cold while social distancing and wearing masks. It
was a very beautiful evening as Pastor Mark shared
on the gifts of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. We
closed the service by singing Silent Night, Holy
Night by candlelight.




Advent - The 2ieth o€ Chiintman

Our Grow Out Focus Area Members organized a
wonderful church-wide Advent Adventure in
December 2020. Each week of Advent, we focused
on the themes of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace and
worked together to share words and actions of
encouragement and gratitude. We did this by
providing ice cream sundaes to several local nursing
homes, provided treats to the Queen Anne County
Ride employees, donated books and other supplies
to the Head Start in Grasonville, and shared lots of
cake and cookies to the frontline workers of
Compass Regional Hospice and KIVFD.
Thank you to everyone who made this outreach
event possible during the 2020 Advent season.
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