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A Letter From Pastor Mark  
 
 
Happy New Year!  
 
    At the beginning of each year, I pray about a theme for the Church. The theme 
becomes our direction. I am approaching 2021 differently. It is not going to be a theme 
but rather two words ï promises and compassion.    
   
   I must admit I am glad 2020 is behind us. It was one of the hardest years for the 
universal Church. Our mission was disrupted, and we had to reimagine our metrics for 
ministry. This was not an easy task. This new year will be a rebuilding year. We are 
going to rebuild on the promises of God.  
 
ñBe strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord 
your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.ò Deuteronomy 31:6 
 
   Godôs promises will not fail in 2021. As we enter 2021, lets rest on the promises of 
God. God is with us and will never leave us. I cannot predict the future but if we anchor 
our lives in Godôs promises, we have an advantage. When the storms of life come our 
way, we can deal with them through the lens of Godôs unshakable hope.  
 
ñBecause of the Lordôs great love, we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.ò Lamentations 3:23 
 
   Godôs compassions will not fail in 2021. If Godôs mercies are new every day, can you 
imagine what an entire year looks like? God is breathing His Spirit into each of us. No 
matter how 2020 turned out for us, 2021 is a new year with greater possibilities and 
opportunities. God is going to do a new thing. I believe God is at work in us and through 
us to bring the good news of the Gospel to Kent Island.    
 
   Most projections in 2021 regarding COVID -19 points towards the restrictions 
beginning to lift. What will life be at the Church after COVID? Will we return to normal? 
What will normal look like? Time will tell.  
 
   In 2021, I am looking forward to our Church at full capacity. I cannot wait to hear 
children and young people in the halls. I am anticipating the day when numerous 
conversations can be heard over the smell of fresh brewed coffee and small groups 
gathering to talk about their faith journeys.  
 
   May the Lord do exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask or think in 2021. 
On behalf of the leadership at Kent Island UMC, Happy New Year from our families to 
yours.  
 
 

Pastor Mark 
Galatians 2:20  
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